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The SECOND VISION of MIRZAH*. 
NCOURAGED by the appearance of the benevolent 


genius, who had placed before me the reward that await 
the virtuous, and animated by the hope of receiving farther in- 
ftructions, I performed every duty of a good Maffulman with a 
fcrupulous exactnefs, that might render me {till more worthy 
of the honour that had been conferred on me. 

At the end of the month Ramaden, which I had kept facred 
by fafting, according to the {trict injunctions of the Prophet, 
I afcended once more the mountains of Bagdat, in the hope 
that my unknown friend would again condeicend to vifit an 
unworthy but devout worfhipper of Allah, and of his Prophet: 
I was not deceived in this expectation. Having lain down on 
the brow of an eminence, that commanded a profpect of the city, 
and of the plain, | began to meditate on the fcenes that had 
formerly paft before me. While I was thus employed, my 
fenfes were again ravifhed by celeftial mufic, of which the 
fweetnefs arifing from an exquifite modulation, conveyed a de- 
light that furpafies defcription. It defcended gradually from the 
higher region; and ceafing at the moment when it reached the 
place where I reclined, the Heavenly mufician again ftood bee" 
foreme. He was not now clad in the drefs of a fhepherd, al- 
thougi his countenance difplayed its former benignity. My 
eyes were dazzled by his retplendent wings, that {parkled as he 
moved with innumerable dies, the combination of which al- 
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* See the Firft Vifion. Spectator, No. 159. 
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moft overpowered mortality. A crown glittered on his fore- 
head, and a white robe, edged with gold, falling down to his 
feet, heightened the majefty of his afpect and deportment. 

“© Mirzah,” faid the genius, with a look of ineffable com- 
placency, “ thy oblation of a pure heart, aud thy attention to 
the duties of religion, are acceptable tothe great Allah. Carry 
thine eyes from me to the profpect before thee, and tell, me what 
thou feeft ?—I fee,” anfwered I, turning my eyes toward the 
tomb of the Prophet, “ the long valley, the tide, the bridge 
crowded with paflengers, the rock of adamant dividing an im- 
menfe ocean into two equal parts, and the black clouds that 
reft upon the oppofite fides of it.” 

“ Look,” faid-my conductor, “ more clofely upon the 
clouds on the left fide of the mafs of adamant.” I gazed in- 
tently upon the object toward which my fight was directed; 
when, the clouds being difperfed, I faw that the ocean was 
bounded by a chain of tnacceffible rocks, whofe fummits were 
exceeded in height only by the ftupendous pile of adamant that 
overlooked the profpect—“ Thele precipices,” faid he, * are 

_the boundaries of an immenfe territory, that is furrounded on 
all fides by an interminable ocean, and is called the Region of 
Defpair. ‘Thou canft not yet difcover the inhabitants, who 
have no means of efcape from it. But look now upon the 
fpace between thefe barriers and the bridge, and tell me what 
thou difcovereft ??’——« I fee,” faid I, “ the birds that refted in 
great numbers upon the middle arches, taking flight toward 
thefe rocks, over which they mount fucceflively, and are no 
longer beheld.” Thefe,”’ faid he, * are. the beings who 
drew the unwary paflengers into pitfalls, which they might have 
avoided by care and circumfpeAion, ‘They now follow them 
into the Region of Defpair, in order to heighten their punifh- 
ment.” 

I gazed, while he was yet fpeaking, upon my benevolent 
guide; and having perceived nothing in his countenance, that 
thould prevent me from making another requeft: “ Let me 
now,” faid I, “ behold the inhabitants of the gloomy man- 
fion before me, and be the witnefs of the horrors of their def- 
tiny, that I may be deterred from vice as much by the view of 
its punifhments, as I have been incited to practice virtue by the 
contemplation of its reward.” 

The genius looking upon me, while I pronounced thefe 
words, with a mixture of pity and feverity; raifed me from the 
grotnd, and upon recovering my fight, of which the rapidity of 
bis flighthad deprived me fora moment, I perceived that I was 
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pees placed upon the fummit of the adamantine mafs, that divided 
“_ his the ocean into two equal parts. I remained during fome time 
ee motionlefs with aftonifhment, upon the place to which I was 
} COM raifed; but reviving at the inftant when my benevolent in 
— ftructor touched my forehead: with his hand, I turned my eyes 
‘ a upon the left fide, and found, that the precipices no longer ob- 
ed a. ftructed my view of the manfions which they inclofed, 
a a I no fooner began to contemplate the fcenes that now opened 
f on upon me, than I repented of the requeft I had made to furvey 
i dee them. I beheld a wide, and, in all appearance, an unbounded 
region, filled with inhabitants, upon whofe faces, as they pafled 
and repaffed before me, I could ecbferve ftrongly imprefled, 
n the traces of rage, compunction, remorfe, and difmay. ‘They 
ed in were followed by beings, who held bows in their hands ready 
Cted 5 bent, from which they difcharged envenomed arrows at the 
phvniend miferable objects of their vengeance, who, as foon as they felt 
— the point, fuddenly funk into the earth. 
pein I recoiled, with unutterable horror, from this fcene of come 
we plicated mifery, which a fuperior power compelled me to be- 
d on hold. The genius (who had been offended at my réqueft to 
on of witnefs the deftiny of thofe victims of divine difpleafure) 
who looked fternly upon me: “ Brother of the worm,”  faid he, 
} the “ why didft thou conceive thyfelf tobe able to witnefs the pu= 
what nifhment of the children of darknefs ? I will farther chattife 
ed 9° thee by granting thy requeft.”—-While he {poke, the ground 
ward upon which I gazed was cleft afunder ; and I beheld under it, 
e no by the light blue and livid flame, a region that had hitherto 
who been concealed: I perceived, that they who inhabited this dif- 
have mal manfion, were tofled about in perpetual agitation by waves 
hem of liquid fire, that appeared to rife and fall fucceflively, as 
ith thofe of an ocean difturbed by earthquakes, or vexed by ftorms. , 
I faw that beings of gigantic magnitude, and of horrible afpect, 
lent occupied the higher part of this abyfs ; and while I liftened to 
that what pafled below, methought I heard the found of the {courge, 
=e the clanking of chains, the raving of frenzy, and the fhrieking 
wy of pain. An univerfal wail, that indicated the exclufion of 
def~ hope, overpowered my fenfes. 1 fell motionlefs at the feet of 
v of my conductor, who immediately raifed me up, and {miling 
the upon me with his ufual complacency: “ Thou haft feen,” 
‘ faid he, “ O Mirzah,a land of which thou wilt never become 
rele an inhabitant. It is the abode of defpair; an abode into which 
the thofe are received, who fall by the fiery arrows that are jaunched 
y of at them in the upper region, Before I leave thee, (faid my 
— benevolent friend, with an eye, to which pity gave the mildeft 
| T 2 expreflion) 











124 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


expreffion) let me raife thy dejected heart, by a difplay that 
may wear out the impreffions of what thou haft feen,”’ 

While he was yet fpeaking, I perceived that the clouds on 
the right fide of the rock were again difpelled; and that the 
happy ifles, the meandring rivulets, the little fhining feas, en- 
circling meadows that were overfpread with verdure, and ena- 
melled with flowers; the bowers impregnated with fragrance ; 
the zephyrs that played among the branches ; and the perfons, 
crowned with garlands, and arrayed in white robes, who re- 
clined in the luxury of enjoyment under their fhade, again cap- 
tivated my fight, and ftruck a ravifhment to my heart, that 
cannot be uttered—Whether the delight I now felt was 
heightened by the leflened diftance, at which I beheld its ob- 
jes; or whether it was improved by compariion with the 
fcenes that | had fo lately contemplated, I cannot determine ; 
but the air, methought, was milder and more exhilarating ; the 
voices fweeter and more mufical; the inhabitants more en- 
chantingly beautifu! ; and the concert of all more exquifitely 
harmonious, than at the time of my former enjoyment.— 
“ Ah,” cried I, in a tranfport of which I could no longer 
fupprefs the language, “ if I cannot be immediately tranflated 
into thofe glorious and happy regions, be not again offended at 
the wifhes which thou hatt ftirred up in the heart of a reptile 
of the duft! Let me have atoken of remembrance, whereby 
I may be fupported in my journey through the vale of mifery, 
in the profpect of arriving at the happy abodes beyond it.” 
“© Mirzah,” faid the genius, * I am now about to leave thee, 
until we fhall meet together in yonder fcenes of felicity. In 
the mean time, receive from me what thou wifheft to obtain ; 
caft thine eye again upon the bridge,” 

I turned, as I was directed, and beheld, among the winged 
train that hung over the arches, a female of diftinguifhed 
beauty and elegance, who {cemed to be prefent in all parts at 
once. Sheappeared to confider the paflengers indifcriminately 
as her children; and hovering over them, fometimes direéted 
their courfe by tae waving of her hand, and fometimes illumis 
nated their path by the fplendour of her eye. I felt an emo- 
tion, while I gazed upon this amiable friend of men, which I 
cannot defcribe. It was a fenfation of delight, that rouzed all 
the powers of my mindinto the moft vigorous aétivity ; I felt 
as if I had received wings, fitted to bear me into whatever 
region I’ might choofe to direct my flight. My happinefs at 
this moment would have been complete; had it not been chaf- 
tiled by a fecret diftruft and apprehenfion, which, while it tems 
: pered 
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pered the fallies of tranfport, excited me to ftrenuous efforts, 
and rendered the tafk delightful, which had formerly been une 
dertaken with relu€tance, and accomplifhed with pain, 

While I was thus employed, I imagined that the being upon 
whom I looked with admiration, turned her eye toward me 5 
and that fhe beheld me with a finile that ravifhed my heart. 
The bloom of fpring was on her cheek, and the radiance of 
morning fparkled in her eyes. While I yet gazed upon her 
with ineffable delight, fhe fpread her wings, and alighted in an 
inftant at my fide. Nature was re-animated at her approach ¢ 
Gladnefs {ported in her train; and Happinefs feemed to be 
the handmaid of her will. I drew nearer, methought to the 
land of rejoicing 3 and judged myfelf already to be a member 
of the fociety of the blefled. 

Before I had time to fpeak, my divine companion raifed me 
with one hand, and pointing with the other to the objects that 
were in fight, addrefied to me the following words : 

« JT,O Mirzah, ain the being by waom Nature is prevented 
from languifhing in her operations. My name is Hope. I 
am originally a daughter of Paradife, fron which I voluntarily 
defcended to the vale of mif-ry, in order to alleviate the afflice 
tions of men, and to conduct yonder paflengers to the happy 
land, which thou beholdeft in profpect.—Yonder (fhe con- 
tinued, with an elevated voice, and an ere€ted hand) are the 
abodes to which the tide of eternity will convey the virtuous ! 
Look upon them under the influence, and with the animation 

- of Hope! I will be the companion of thy journey to the ree 
gion of felicity, incommon with the other children of Virtue. 
In no peril or difficulty, fhall mine eye ceafe to enlighten thy 
path, or the influence of my counfel be withheld from thy re- 
quett. My prelent form wiil indeed be difiolved, at the time 
when the tide that rolls under yonder bridge fhall have fwallowed 
up its remaining arches; but rifing from it with fuperior 
{plendour and beauty, I will accompany into the manfions of 
the bleiied, the fpirits whom I hav: animated ia their journey, 
and will fhare with them the enjoyment of a reward, that will 
no longer be the object of defire.”” 

My fpirit was now on the wing to depart: * Ah !” I exe 
claimed, “ why am I not at this moment tranflated to the mane 
fions of the happy ? Merciful powers, let me not fojourn again in 
the vale of mifcry ! Bear, O bear me, over the little ttream 
that parts me from the happy ifles! The iohabitants already 
beckon,me to approach, and tune their harps to welcome my 
arrival,” 
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While I fpoke, I was again raifed from the ground ; but 
when I looked around, in the expectation of being united to 
the fons and daughters of Paradife, I found myfelf in the ftreets 
of Bagdat, among a concourfe of the devout worfhippers of 
Allah, who were going to perforin, at the mofque, their evening 
devotions. 

0. 


—E } 





Monthly Agricultural Report for Fuly. 


HE cold frofty nights and want of fun through fo con- 
fiderable a part of this month will much retard, if not 

prove ungenial, to the harve(t, which is looked for with fuch 
general anxicty. A few parcels of rye have been threfhed 
out from light lands, which rife well. The wheats have in- 
creafed their bulk on the ground in all the corn diftri@s of the 
kingdom ; but in feveral of them a blight has taken the top of 
the ear, and in others the red goom has appeared too generally 
to promife a very abundant crop. The enormous prices, it is 
to be feared, will tempt many farmers to cut their corn too 
green, which, added to another probable circumftance, viz. 
brufhing out the prime of the fheaves for an early market, may 
become a ferious national evil. The fpring corn appears ge- 
nerally good throughout the ifland, except in the fens of Lin- 
coln and Cambridgefhirc, fo lately deluged. The barieys are 
univerfally a great crop. Odats and peafe are likewife abun- 
dant ; and the beans have improved, and fet {fo well, as to pro- 
mife a much larger produce than could have been expected. 
All the growing crops in South Wales are the beft that have 
been known for many years, except their hay and grafs, which 
are light and fearce. In Lancathire, and all the Northern 
counties, their wheats are not yet on the bloom, but look 
well.—T he tares for feed have almoft every where failed, after 
the manner of the peafe Jaft year.—The clovers continue their 
plants well.—The early turnips in Norfolk and Suffolk, 
which have been fet out, are remarkably fine: ‘The latter 
fown ones have very generally failed, from being taken off by 
the fy before the appearance of the rough leaf.—The crops 
of cole feed which have been threfhed out rife light, fo that 
the growers {till lock to 40). per laft-—Though the month has 
been favourable for fummer ti!ths, the fallows are not in many 
parts of the kingdom. fo clean as might have been expected 
Kent, Suflex, and the lower parts of Surrey, pretty plainly de« 
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monftrate, at this time, the ill effets of not crofling their fal- 
lowed lands foundly, and in good feafon, 

The wool markets have had an extraordinary rife, and the 
demand has been great for all kinds, but particularly for the 
finer forts, owing to the almoft non-importation of Spanifh 
fleeces. The prime Welch Ryland wools have fold as high 
as 28s. per ftone (121.).—The clofe folded South-Down has 
alfo got up from 16d. to 20d. per |b. and bids fair foon to reach 
2s.—The inferior wools have alfo rifen from laft year’s prices, 
but not in fo great a proportion. 

The hop plantations in gencral have lately been much in- 
feted with vermin; and in moft parts of Kent, both Eaft 
and Weft, the honey and mould have become very prevalent : 
The backward bines have now the healthicft appearance. 
The fpeculative duty has fallen to 90,000]. under an idea that 
there will not be grown more than half a crop; and the mare 
kets are daily rifing. 

The ruling market of Smithfield ftill maintains high prices 
for prime meats: Good beef fetches 4s. per ftone, and mutton 
of the firft quality is nearly as high: Indeed, had not a great 
and conftant fupply of fat fheep arrived from Lincolnfhire, it 
would have been out of price. Veal and Jambrare more reae 
fonable.—Lean ftock of all kinds are dear and fearce. 

The drovers have hitherto fupplied the fummer fairs very 
fcantily, in order to fecure their own prices, Store hogs of 
weight are fallen confiderably, on account of the ftoppage of 
the diftilleries.——Horfes of the inferior kind were never fo 
cheap ; but good cart colts, and active hortes, fit for light cae 
valry, are high priced, and much wanted, 





Whimfical Charaéter of Lord Mount-Garth. 


HIS fingular perfonage, who either now or lately did 

flourifh in one of the wildeft parts of Suffolk, retired 
from the world twenty years ago, not only within his park, but, 
except on very rare occafions, within his own palace and gar 
den; which, together, occupied a {pace of nearly a iquare mile, 
and were furrounded by a wall fifteen fect high; againft which 
he would amufe himfelf for hours in playing at hand-ball; 
fometiases alone, and at others accompanied by a female fae 
vourite, the only perfon he would fuffer te come near him, or 
could ever bear to fee, though at a diftance, except one man, 
the fon of his father’s gardener, who had been brought vo with 
him 
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him at home from his infancy, and was exa€ily of the fame 
age, being born in the fame night and hour. ‘This man had 
not, any nore than his Lordihip, been without the precinds of 
the park, and very feldom be,ond tholeof the garden, for the 
ipace of thirty years. As they went into this ftate of voluntary 
confinement, which is a kind of ivternal exile, at the age of 
twenty, they are now, of courfe, inthe fiftieth year of their 
age. John, for that was the name of the man, had been edu- 
cated along with his Lordfhip in his father’s family, by a private 
tutor, and had acquired a competent knowledge, not only of 
ancient and modern languages, hiftory and belles lettres, but a 
general idea of the principles and progreflive improvement in 
the arts and fciences. John acied in the capacity of valet de 
chambre, confidant, and companion ; dined at the fame table 
with his Lordihip, went to bed at the fame hour and flept to 
the fame hour precifely, and almoft to the fame minute rofe in 
the morning. He was drefled precifely in the fame kind of 
clothes, even to the famenefs of fhoe-buckles ard fleeve- 
buttons. If my Lord felt himfelf not very well, and judged it 
proper to take any medicine, John mutt take the fame medicine 
alio.—* John,” he would fay, “ I think we fat up rather tuo 
late laft night; I think we would not be the worfe of an 
emetic.” ‘* I think we would be much the better of it, my 
Lord ”"— John, [am afraid we have rather exceeded in our 
refrefhments for fome days paft; I think we would be none 
the worle of fome cathartics.’”—“ I think we would be much 
the better of them, my Lord.”’— Jolin, I think we feel fome- 
what of a vertigo this morning—I think we would be net the 
worfe for a little fal volatile.”— I think we would be much 
the tetier for it, my Lord.”’— Have we not felt a fomewhat 
of relaxation of nerves for fome days, Jobn ?’”’—* I-proteft, 
m: Lord, on recollection, I think we have.”—“ What would 
you think of a dip inthe cold bath ?”—* Ithink, my Lord, it 
would do us both a great deal cf good.” 

This fingular character, funk in indelence and fenfuality, of 
all things dreaded cold : But as for fnow, he could not endure 
the fight of it. In winter he generally lay in bed tillten or 
eleven o’clock—atout that time he would pull his bel!l—cail 
for John—and afk him what kind of a day it was? “ Itisa 
very fine day, my Loid ; the fun fhines out brightly, and the 
atmoiphere is untullied by a cloud,” Why then, John, I[ 
think we would be the better of a race in the garden :’’—for 








it was their cultom to have frequent races, at the end of which 

both partics were within a few fect of each other. “ John 
hoy 
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—how looks the weather this morning ?”—~“ Moft hideoufly, 
my Lord. The ftky lowers; the feathered creation retreat to 
their roofts—the cats inceflantly curry their hides, and flakes 
of {now driving before the wind, announce the coming 
ftorm.”—* John, fhut the doors and windows—light up a 
roufing fire—let candles be brought—let the paftry and cold 
tongues be Jaid on the table ; and, fince itis a bad day, let us 
make a good night.” 

Many effors were made by the college acquaintance of his 
Lordthip to fee him; for with ail his fingularities he was an 
amiable and benevolent man, as well as an excellent {cholar— 
and attached, as by a fingular charm, all his acquaintance to 
his perfon. They would put up their horfes at an adjoining 
village, and fend letters to his Lordfhip fraught with recol- 


letions of former intimacy. His Lordthip never failed to ‘ 


return anfwers replete with equal kindnefs, recollecting former 
fcenes and circumftances, with expreflions of the moft pleafing 
emotions, but always declining any perfonal interview. 

As the inn neareft his Lordfhip’s park was but a very 
wretched one (for in this fequeftered {pot there was no encou- 
ragement for a good ene) he took care always to fend, on the 
arrival of ftrangers, the beft provifions of all kinds, unknown 
to his friends, with orders to the landlord to make fome trifling 
charge, left he fhould offend their delicacy, by affording them 
entertainment when he refufed them his company. Fis Lord- 
fhip’s friend was a good fort of woman: She amufed herfelf 
now and then by giving fuppers'to the fervants and the farmers’ 
caughters in the neighbourhoed, the neareft houfe being five 
miles from the Caftle. He had land ftewards on his different 
eftates, all bufinefs with whom, as with every other mortal, 
was traniacted through the medium of John, or the houfekeeper. 
—If he had occafion to go from one quarter of the Caftle or 
garden to another, orders were previoufly fent to all the fervants 
to keep out of the way; forif he had catchedany of them 
looking at him,he would have immediately difmiiled them 
from hisfervice. He had an excellent library, in which he 
pafled a great pat of his time, but into which no publication 
of any kind had been admitted fince the year of his retirement, 
or fequeftration from the world—being that, as already men- 
tioned, on which he heft the univerfity, having then fucceeded 
tothe eftate by the death of his father. No newfpapers ! no 
magazines ! no reviews ! no political pamphlets ! no annual re- 
gifters ! No, nor any converfation concerning any political or 
other event that had h ippened in Britain, or any other part of 
Vor, XXVI. 6532. U the 
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the world, from the hour of his feclufion. He turned him- 
felf about and caft his eyes backward, and fixed them wholly 
on former times. Although, he confefied, that he had often 
been tempted to inquire what could be the caufe or caufes of 
the fudden and enormous accumulation of taxes. 

] 


Some Account of Botany Bay, extrailed froma Letter 
written by a Native of Derby, in the New South Wales 
Corps. 


Sydney, (Port Fackfon,) Dece 135 1794. 


HE fettlement on the coaft of New South Wales, con- 
tains two principal towns; Sydney the capital, and 
Paramatta, (formerly named Rofe-Hill,) diftant about 17 miles. 
Sydney is fituated at the head of a beautiful cove, which leads 
into a very fine harbour; Major Grofe has made great im- 
provements; Sydney contains 700 good comfortable huts, 
exclufive of numerous brick buildings, the property of Govern- 
ment.—The foil is all fandy, but by induftry will produce 
fufficiently; moft of the gentlemen have farms about four 
miles from Sydney, which have grown a good crop of wheat ; 
and I am of opinion that wheat willbe plentiful in a few 
years: There are many fettlers in different parts. 

The only or principal thing wanting is cattle, which might 
be kept in any number, grafs being in plenty : We have many 
pigs and goats, but chiefly they are in the hands of gentlemen: 
Poultry and fifhare tolerably cheap ; but it muft be remem- 
bered, that thisis the moft flourifhing period the colony ever 
experienced. 

Spirits being now plentiful,a number of perfons retail the 
fame, but the price, as well as quality, vary muchs the gen- 
tlemen always purchafe the cargoes; and this watery mixture is 
fold at 16s. per gallon, A convict was not (until very lately) 
fufiered, on any account to take {pirits in payment for work, 
but now the priloners have plenty of liquor. Liquor, or more 
properly grog, purchafes what money will nor, viz. fettlers 
farms, or crops unripe, alfo their flock. Kangaroos formerly 
were plentiful, but now they are retired up the country ; tne 
colony produces the moft beau:iful birds, oppoflums, &c. &Xce 
‘The trees never entirely thed their leaves; the fummer is 


intenfely hot, and the winters are very cold at nights and in the 
mornings, though the climate is much milder iince 1 have been 
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here, owing to the country being cleared ; the feafons here are 
exacily oppofite to the feafons in England, your winter being 
our {ummer. 

Paramatta is a town fituated in the extreme Cove of Port 
Jackfon; on your afcending the wharf appears a row of huts on 
each fide, and a fpacious road to the diftance of amile; at the 
upper end Governor Phillips erected his country feat. The 
garden that furrounds it is beautiful, abounding in the feafon 
with grapes, melons, pumpkins, and every other fruit and 
vegetable. The florift may alfo amufe himfelf. In fhort, the 
country may well becalled Botany Bay ; for the botanift, I be- 
lieve, may here find the moft beautiful fhrubs and evergreens 
that produce very fragrant flowers. The Governor’s garden 
at Paramatta is fo fituated by Nature, that, in my opinion, it is 
impoffible for Art to form fo rural a fcene. 

Five miles from Paramatta is another villag?; at this place 
Government have a great deal of land in cultivation; every 
mile you travel in-land the foil improves ; at fourteen miles 
from the village of Irongabber is another fettlement, called the 
Hawkefbury, at which place is a fpacious freth water river, 
and the foil rich; and I have not a doubt but in a fhort time 
this place will be very flourifhing. 

The farmers are now gathering their wheat ; it may ap- 
pear to you extraordinary, but true it is, that the fummers 
will produce two crops of vegetables. The quantity of timber 
furpafles all defcription, though the country has been fomuch 
cleared fince I came; a great number of boats have been 
built, which fupply us with plenty of fith, 2nd the oyfters are 
the largeft L ever faw. About nine days fail from Sydney, is 
Norfolk Ifland, a moft fertile place about the fize of the Ifle 
of Wight. The natives in general of Botany Bay, are tall 
and flender, and very black, curly hair, flat faces, and very large 
mouths; fome of them run fticks through their nofe ; they 
draw the front tooth in tribute to their Chief; are much {carified 
on the back and breaft, done by an oyfter fhell cemented with 
gum at the end of the whommora (or throwing ftick); they 
talk very quick ; dance by railing their arms and wheeling in 
a circle, at fome times finging or making a confufed noife. 
One of the females fits thumping her ftomach, which gives 
a droll found ; they burn their dead : are very expert in throw= 
ing their {pears, and with exactnels, at a great diftance; their 
Canoes are formed of folid bark, which they carve from the 
trees, by means of a ftone axe; they fightin a moft iavage 
Fanner; their fubliftence is chiefly on fith, the women being 
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very expert at this duty; their limes are curioufly platted from 
the bark of trees, and the hook is a piece of bark ; they af- 
femble in {mall tribes, each having a different fire: ‘The chil- 
dren when young, ride on the parents fhoulders, holding by 
the hair of the head; after death they expect a removal to 
the Sun, which they worfhip ; they are a very dirty and lazy 
fet of people. 

‘The Dedalus that conveys this, takes alfo our worthy Major 
Grofe and family to Europe, and we expect Govenor Hunter 
foon. My Commanding Officer, prior to his departure, was 
pleafed togive me a grant of 25 acresof good rich land for 
ever, fo that ina fhort time I hope to be a refpectable farmer, 
having befides, a hut of three comfortable rooms, a good 
garden of half an acre of land, where I have every production 
of this place in profufion; my live ftock at prefent are two 
pigs, twelve fowls, three pigeons, a dog, and acat, which with 
my ftation, ftock, garden, and farm, I find {ufficient employ. 





A pitlurefque Defcription of the River Rhine, from its 
Sources in Switzerland to its Entrance, under different 
Names, inio the German Ocean: With hiftorical Antt- 
dotes and Refleétions. 


(Continued from Page 106.) 


1 preee Lauffen the Rhine takes a Southerly direQion, and, 
foon after, forms the ifland ef Rheinay, in which isa town 
of the fame name, with a convent of Benedictines. ‘Thence 
it takes a direction, nearly Weft, to Elifau, in the canton of 
Zuric, below which it begins to be the boundary betweca 
Switzerland and Suabia, It then vifits Kaylerithull, Zurzac, 
and Coblentz, all very ancient towns in the county of Baden. 
Zurzac is celebrated for two annual fairs, much reforted to by 
the merchants of Germany and France; and Coblentz is a 
very important place, on account of. its fituation in the angle 
formed by the jundtion of the Rhine with the Aar. ‘The lat- 
ter river, having been confiderably augmented by the tribute 
of waters from the Reufs and the Limm: at, here vies, in fize 
and rapidity, with the great river in which it lofes its name. 
Its banks are agreeably enlivened by meadows and woods, and 
{potted occafionally with villages, caftles, and ruins, hanging 
on the water’s edge. Having made a {mall turn, it falls, by a 
{trait channel, into the Rhine. Its waters, which are of a file 
very 
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very hue, are, for a long way, diftinguifhed from thofe of the 
Rhine, which, being tranfparent, and of a fea-green colours 
feem to difdain the union, The banks of the Rhine are far 
fuperior, in wildnefs and beauty, to thofe of the Aar; in many 
parts rifing perpendicularly, yet feathered with wood; in others 
floping in gentle deglivities, richly bordered with vines, foretft, 
and paftures; and exhioiting a continual fucceffion of towns 
and villages. Paflengers, who are carried in boats down the ra- 
pid ftream, at the rate of fix miles an hour, difembark at Lauf- 
fenburg, one of the Four Foreft Towns of Suabia, feated on a 
rock, and divided into two parts by the river, which here forms 
a fmall cataract. ‘Though this is greatly inferior to the fall at 
Lauffen, it deferves to be vifited by travellers, for the beauty 
of the fcenery. The view from the crags of the Northern 
fhore are very picturefque : The principal objects are, a high 
bridge, partly open and partly covezed, fupported by three 
lofty {tone piers, on the South a row of houfes, with an old 
ruined caftle on the fummit, boldly overhanging the water; 
a perfpeftive of woods and meadows under the arches of the 
bridge ; and the river dathing over its craggy bed, in a floping 
cataract, until it lofes itfelf fuddenly among the rocks which 
clofe the view. 

Half a mile below this fall, is the place of re-embarkation, 
and the ftream purfues its courfe by Seckingen and Rheiu- 
felden, (each of them one of the Four Foreft Towns in Sua- 
bia)toBafl2. Seckingen is feated on an ifland formed by the 
river, the waters of which, near Rheinfelden, rufh with fuch 
increafing velocity, that they are agitated like the waves of 
the fea, and beating againft the boats have been known to 
turn them obliquely by their violence. In many parts, and 
for a confiderable way, thele veflels are driven within a few 
inches of the thelving rocks, and are prevented from ftriking 
againfixthem only by the dexterity of the pilot. Ina woid, 
the paflenger is burried along with fuch rapidity, that he has 
no time for obfervation, much lefs tor defcription: He can 
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only catch a general glance of the romantic fcenery, as the 
velicl pafles under a picturefque bridge of feveral arches, fuf- 


pended above the furface of the river, and joined to a fteep 
rock, on which tower fome majeftic ruins remain. On ap- 
proaching Bafle, however, the ftream becomes gradually lefs 
rapid, 
At Bafle, or Bafil, the Rhine turns dire@tly to the North. 
It is here a broad, deep, aud rapid ftream. Bafle is the capital 
of the Swifs canton of the fame name. It is the largeft city 
in 
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in Switzerland, and is beautifully fituated on both fides of the 
river, The ancient, or great city, is on the Weftern, or Swifs 
fide of the river, the fall city on the Eaftern or German 
fide: Both are united by a bridge, 600 feet long, and fure 
rounded by walls and ditches. In the environs of the great 
city are five large fuburbs, which are likewife inclofed by for- 
tifications,, The little river Birfig croffes the great city, and 
the Birs, which falls into the Rhine, above Bafle, fupplies ir, 
by means of a canal, with water for various ufes. 

The cathedral is an elegant Gothic ftru€ture, but ftrangely 
disfigured by a daubing of rofe coloured paint fpread’over the 
whole edifice. What is moft worthy of attention in it is the 
marble tomb under which are depofited the great and venerable 
Erafmus ; a writer, who, to fuperior learning, and a peculiar 
elegance of ftyle, united the keeneft wit, which he pointed, 
not only againft the vices and ignorance of the monks, but 
the general corruptions and diforders of the Roman church ; 
and yet, fach was the moderation, or the timidity of this great 
man, that to this very church, he zealoufly inculcated fubmif- 
five obedience. But whatever imperfections may be difcovered 
in this illuftrious character, his memory mutt be revered by 
every friend of genius, learning, and moderation. Livelinefs 
of imagination, depth and variety of erudition, with great fa- 
gacity of judgment, were in him eminently united. He in- 
fufed a fpirit of clegance even into theological controverfies, 
and contributed to difincumber literature from that {cholaftic 
jargon with which it was difgraced. On this account he well 
deferves the celebrated eulogy of Pope: 


“ A fecond deluge learning then o’er. run, 

“© And the Monks finifhed what the Goths begun. 

© Atlength Erafmus, that great injur’d name, 

* (The glory of the priefthood, and the fhame) 

s¢ Stemm’d the wild torrent of a barbarous ace, 

“ And drove thefe holy Vandals off the ftage.”’ 
Essay on Criticism. 


Erafmus, who was a native of Rotterdam, refle&ed much 
honour upon this city, by choofing it as the favourite place of 
his refidence, and publithing here the greateft part of his va- 
Juable works. He died in 1536, at the age of 8. 

The univerfity of Bafle, which was founded in 1459, by 
Pope Pius Il, is the oniv one in Switzerand. It has ‘a rich 
library, a botanical garden, and a collection of inftruments 
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for philofophical experiments. If it be not frequented now 
{o much as fome other univerfities, it may boaft of having en- 
rolled among its members a great number of illuftrious names 5 
fuch as Occolampadius, Amerbach, the Baukins, Grynzus, 
Buxtorf, Wettftein, Ifelin, the Bernovillis, and Euler, Learn= 
ing, however, is not confined to the univerfity ; in general, the 
fons of the burghers, or citizens, receive an excellent educa- 
tion: They always learn Latin; and it is far from being 
uncommon, even for the lower fort of tradefmen, to employ 
their leifure hours in the perufal of Horace, Virgil, and Pe- 
trarch. 

Three miles to the South-Eaft of Bafle, where the little 
river Ergetz fal! into the Rhine, is the village of Augft, a {pot 
which has furnifhed more antiquities and medals than any 
other in Switzerland. It was the ancient Roman colony 
called Augufta Raucara, or Augufta Rauracorum, and was 
deftroyed by Attila King of the Huns, fo well known by the 
appellation of the Scourge of God, The few inhabitants 
that efcaped from this favage conqueror joined with thole of 
Bafilcaor Bafilia, to reftore this city, which had been likewife 
ruined by the fame barbarians. ‘The new city, which was 
called in the middle age, Bafula and Bafil, foon became, from 
its advantageous fituation, and the fertility of the furrounding 
country, as populous and flourifhing as thofe times of igno- 
norance and oppreflion would permit it. In procefs of time 
it became fubject to the Emperors of Germany. ‘The period 
is well known, when the imperial authority was abforbed by 
the ufurpations of the great vailals, in whofe hands all the be- 
nefices of the ftate became hereditary fiefs, which retained 
nothing of the firft title but an empty ceremony of homage, 
and certain conditions of tenure, always ill obferved, and often 
openly refufed. The Bithops, by their addrefs, acquired the 
fame prerogatives ; by oppofing to the ferocious ambition of 
thefe nobles, become too independent, the terrors of a thune 
dering religion, and the tempting bait of abfolution; two 
modes of influence whofe effect upon men will ever be in pro= 
portion to their ignorance. The ecclefiaftics were enriched 


o 


by their fpcils, and foon balanced the power of the greateft 


Barons, by the preference which the people gave to the domi- 
nation of the clergy, which was not only milder and more 
peaceful, but, by the aid of religion, much better refpected, 
When the Bishops of the Ra traci, therefore, transferred the 
epil lfee to Batil, they aflumed the fovercignty of it, under 


the protection of the Eniperor of Germany, their Lord Paras 
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mount. Thus, all the confiderable cities of Germany and 
Switzerland were indebted, almoft entirely, to an cpifcopal 
fee, or to fome foundation of an abbey or chapter, for protection 
and tranquillity, and, confequently for aggrandifement. “The 
riches of thefe houfes attracted the artifans ; and the eccle- 
fiaftical immunities extending to all the fettlers, favoured not 
a little that induftry, which had been difturbed by the general 
anarchy and private wars, which had fo long def lated all the 
great eftates of Europe. Morcover, the inferior nobility of 
the neighbourhood having found an afylum from the tyranny of 
the great Barons, in the cities, where they united to form a dif- 
tinct body, they occupied, at firft, all the public offices of po- 
lice and juftice in thefe rifing ariftocracies. Fhe citizens, 
proper tly fpeaking, exercifed the mechanic arts, and refpecied 

the adminiftration of the men of family, whom they con- 
fidered and acknowledged as the defencers of the commu. 
nity. 

(To be continued.) 





ee - — 


Curious Inflance of the Superftition of the Arabs, and of - 
their Abhorrence of Chriftians. 


{From Niebuhr’s Travels ] 


AY, oe FORSKAL dying at Jerim, it was neceffary for us 
to notify the death of our companion to Government. 
To this end we fent to the Dola and the Cadi of Jerim. The 
latter politely dire@ed us to an Arab, who could fell usa place, 
where we might inter our deceafed friend. The bargain 
which we ftruck with this man did not take effect; for the 
place being near a canal intended for watering the meadows, 
the poficilors of thele had threatened our Arab with an action 
at law, if the water fhould fail on account of the Chriftian’s 
body. We foon after obtained a different place for the fame 
price. Our greateft difficulty now was to find perfons to bear 
the body to the grave ; and this, even although we promiicd 
to pay very liberally for the fervice. At laft we paseniied 
with fix men to convey it to the burying place at midoi ghte 
‘They performed the tafk, but ran and bid themfelves, in the 
beft manner they could ail the way; fo great is the averfion 
of thofe people to touch a Chriftian. 
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Striking Account of the Deftruétion, inthe Year 1747, 0f 
Callao, a Port-town on the Coaft of Peru, in South 
America, oppofite to Lima. 


IMA continued in great fplendour until the year 1747, 
L when a moft dreadtul concuffion of the earth happened, 
which entirely devoured Callao,-and the port belonging to it, 
and laid three-fourths of the city of Lima level -with the 
ground. Nothing canbe conceived more terrible than the de- 
ftruGtion of Callao. Of all the inhabitants, one man, and one 
man only, efcaped. The people ran from their houfes.in the 
utmoft terror and confufion, The ftruggling wreteh who fur- 
vived, heard a cry of Adjercre rife from all parts of the city. 
But.all was immediately hufked. The fea rufhed in and over- 
whelmed it. The inhabitants were buried in itsbofom. All 
was filent as the grave. 





AN ANECDOTE. 


SAAC HARMER, a fifherman of Brighthelmftone, was 
drowned on Sunday evening, Auguft 2, 1795, by his boat 
upfetting near the fhore. The poor fellow lett a widow and 
feven children, the eldeft of whom very narrowly efcaped. 
At the Races the next morning, the Earl of Egremont won a 
{weepi{takes of 50 guineas, and immediately fent the whole to 
the widow; his Lordfhip added ten guineas to a fubfcription 
for the fupport of her family, opened at the Library. ‘The play 
of the Weft Indian was announced for Wednefday evening, 
anda full houfe expected: ‘The Prince of Wales gave the Ma- 
nagera round fum for the night, that the whole produce might 
be appropriated to the fame benevolent purpofe; the prices 
were all doubled, the tickets illued by Mr. Tyrwhitt, bis Royal 
Highnefs’s Secretary, and tne largeit {um ever received at ihe 
Theatre was produced by the pe:tormance. 





Anfwer, by F. A. of Sherborne,to A, Smith's Charade, inferted 
April 27. 


6 te parts when join’d will plain defery; 


PITCH-FORK, a tool in hufbandry. 
Vou. XXXVI. 653. Xx *,* We 
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*,* We have received the like anfwer from P. of Dorfete 
fhire; N. Coles, of Crediton; W. Hoare, of Dean Prior; 
J. Commins, of Taviftock; W. Hawkins, of Deptford, in 
Kent; J. Bodkin, of Heathftock; Rufticus, of Exon; and 
W. Brewer, of Taunton. 





ot ee 


Anfwer, by F. Bodkin, of Heathfiock, to Ff. Turner’s Enigma, 
inferted April27. 


| every city, every town, 

The fparkling GLASS goes quickly round ; 
With fuch brave fellows as don’t {corn 

The juice of Sir John Barley-corn, 


+§+ We have received the like anfwer from W. Hoare, of 
Dean Prior; J. K. of Langport; W. Hawkins, of Deptford, 
Kent; and S. Hill, of Dawlith. 





A REBUS, by a Pupil at Mr. Tucker's School, at Heytefburyy 
in Wilts. 


N ufefu! plane; # female flave ; 
A book that’s yearly had; 
A General next, a warlike man; 
And laft a number add: 


Sele& thofe parts—th’ initials join, 
The hidden whole defcribe ; 

Its fometimes feen in Goadby’s page, 
And ferves to be our guide, 





4 REBUS, ly F. Turner, of Langport. 


¥* gents. a town in Kent firft find ; 
And next a fith pray call to mind ; 
A well-known fruit, pray then reveal 5 
A peffion which moft of us feel; 
A {potted beaft next name aright; 
A bird who fecks his food by night; 
Kind Sirs, if you my laft would find, 
Pray name one of the points of wind; 
Join thefe initials right and true, 
A bird you’ll quickly bring to view. 
POETRYe 
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Anna's Complaint ; or the Miferies of War; written in the Ife 


of Thanet, 1794, 
By Mrs. Moony. 


O*. Thanet’s rock, beneath whofe fteep, 
Impetuous rolls the foaming deep, 

A lowly maid to grief confign’d, 

Thus pour’d the forrows of her mind: 


And while her ftreaming eyes purfue 

Of Gallia’s cliffs the mifty view, 

** Accurft (the cries) that guilty fhore, 
** Whence William thal] return no more, 


«* Thou, cruel war, what haft thou done! 
“* Thro’ thee the mother mourns her fon, 
** The orphan joins the widow’s cries, 
* And torn from love—the lover dies. 


«© Ah, William! wherefore didft thou go 
** To foreign lands to meet the foe; 

** Why, won by war’s deceitful charms, 
** Didf thou forfake thy Anna’s arms? 


s¢ Alas! full little didft thou know, 

“¢ The montter war doth falfely fhow; 
“* He decks his form with pleating art, 
** And hides the dagger in his heart. 


** The mufic of his martial band, 
*« The thining halberd in his hand ; 
*¢ The feather’d helmet on his head, 
«© And coat fo fine of flaming red : 


*¢ With thefe the fimple youth he gains, 

“* And tempts him from his peaceful plains ; 
“© And by this pomp was William led; 

** The dangerous paths of war to tread. 


** Fair-founding words my love deceiv’d, 
«* ‘The great ones talk’d, and he believ’d, 
“* That war wou! fame and treafure bring, 
** That glory call’d to ferve the King. 

“© But 
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‘© But wife men fay, and {ure its true, 
«* That war is theft and murder too ; 


“<< Yes! had my William thought it fo, 
*¢ He had not gone to fig! t the foc. 


«© How bleft could Anna fee him now, ft 
** With fhotlders bending’o’cr the plough; 
** Toiling to fow his native fclds, 

** And reap the harveil virtue yields. 


** Then happier lot would both betide, 
«* A bridegroom he, and Ia bride; 
“¢ But thele fond hopes return no more, 
“¢ For dead he lies on yonder fhore. 


” 


Oh! in that battle’s difmal day, 

«* When thou, dear youth, didit gafping lay, 
*¢ Why was not then thy Anna there, 

** To bind thy wounds with fofteft care ? 


. 


To fearch with fpeed the neareft fering 
“ To thy parcu’d lips the water bring 

** To wafh with tears thy bleeding face 
And foothe thee with a laitembrace ? 


7 
n 


*< But thou, amida favage trai n, 

** Wert mingled among heaps of flain, 
“€ Without one friend to hear thy fighs, 
Or Anna’s hand to clo/e thine eyes. 


7 
. 


*€ Thou, cruel war, what haft thou done! 
“¢ Thro’ thee the mother mourns her fon, 
*¢ ‘The orphan joins the widow’s fighs, 

*© Andtorn from Anna—William dies.” 





onnet, written at Mambead, in Devonfbire, beneath an ever- 


green Oak. 
By the Rev. Mr. Porwuers. 


ERE, Laura, fince our wearied feet have ftray 
rom the ptoud obelif that fronts the fcene 

Of mary a tufted hill, whoie bolder green 
The tweet peripettive blends in mellow fhade ; 
V b ile, fparkling Lacory the ftately fir-trees, play’d 

Phe burnith’o hamlets of the vales between ; 
And, while the silts bofom of the glade, 

Scem’'d opening to the azure fea ierene~ 

ere, L aura, let us rett our roving eyes, 


And A sap this ever veruan 1t oak repofe : 
For lo! unharmoniz’¢ yon’ proip: st lie 
And dim Guicover'd views the landicape clofe 


Yet clearer be auiies on the lawn a 
And in full pride the thadowy fi 
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